[bookmark: _GoBack]Press Release Press Release

[image: Description: cex Logo.gif]

xChangeVisions Symposium

Changing lives - Changing communities 


Date     	 Monday 4th April 2011
Location	 University of Ulster York street in Belfast, Kilbarrack Fire    
		 Station, Dublin and Star & Shadow in Newcastle Upon-Tyne
Contact  	 Dave Custy 
Tel 	 	+44 (0)28 9045 2299 mob; +44 (0)7900008625
e-mail 	 infocreativeexchange.org.uk
Website 	 www.creativeexchange.org.uk

On the 4th April 2011, Creative Exchange Artist Studios will host the first international symposium of XchangeVisions. The symposium will be video linked and will take place in three cities simultaneously Belfast, Dublin and Newcastle Upon-Tyne. The symposium will provide interactive debates through keynote speakers on how the creative process contributes to the change of a individual and how these changes can revitalise communities and can affect conflict resolution. 

Keynote speakers will be recounting real life experiences either in a work environment or by way of an individual’s life-changing event.  They will tell stories of inspiring ground-breaking projects that are taking place in communities in the heart of Belfast and who’s very essence are creating shared spaces that acknowledges difference; Stories that tell how the loss of a child can change a father’s direction in life, transforming him into a Leader and one who now influences key political decisions demonstrating visible benefits of personal exchanges; Stories that tells how personal physical traumas can translate into new hope and new beginnings; Stories that highlight the emergency services involvement in community care-taking unfolding  genuine events illustrating benefits of working together for a collective goal. 

Deirdre Robb managing the Belfast event stated ”.We in Belfast have been
Experiencing a long-term legacy of conflict and slowly we transforming in the peace process. As our city moves forward it is important to understand how we are managing change and reach out to see what can be advantageous by sharing our experiences and learning from others’

This full day symposium will be filled with a variety of events including; six dynamic keynote speakers; a musical set from Michelle O’Rouke,  visual arts exhibitions displaying work form contemporary artists working in the field of conflict resolution; and interactive creative workshops for delegates using recycled materials. 

Ray Duncan a Director of Creative Exchange  commented ‘The experiences being shared by the speakers are both challenging and moving. The symposium is full of energy and offers delegates an opportunity to engage in the debate as well as experiencing creative inspiration’.

Delegates will include artists, emergency services, community groups, and government departments, those involved in Community Relations, academics and individuals. 

Through this event we will be pro-active in extending the network of artists and organisations to be involved in the next phase of XchangeVisions, which will be taking place in July 2001 and will recruit 24 artists for an Exchange Intervention. The ‘intervention’ will involve artists in research, training woodworking/carving masterclasses and the creation of artworks over a 2-week period whilst travelling around various sites in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. Information will be available at the symposium and details of how people can become involved. 
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Notes to editors 

A selection of 300dpi images is available upon request 
 infocreativeexchange.org.uk  tel Dave +44 (0)7900008625

CREATIVE EXCHANGE

Creative Exchange is an artist led initiative that is constituted as a not for profit organisation since 1996. Our mission is to support and assist the professional practice of visual artists through the provision of studio space, shared resources and the management of an annual programme. We actively engage in the development of arts activities in the greater Belfast area and have a growing reputation of not only supporting some of the best visual arts in Northern Ireland but also tackling contentious and sensitive issues often neglected in society. 

Project objectives 

XchangeVisions symposium is a project which aims to:

+	Benefit the well being of individuals 
+	Use creative processes to inspire change
+      Develop awareness that the things we have in common are of 
        greater value than the issues, which divide us
+	Create a shared space that acknowledges difference 
+	Demonstrate visible benefits of personal exchanges 
+	Promote involvement in community care-taking

xChangeVisions is committed to being a carbon neutral project

PEOPLE INVOLED 

Chair 

Marie-Louise Muir (Belfast) is one of BBC Radio Ulster's voices as presenter of the station's main arts and entertainment programme Arts Extra and the flagship classical music programme Sounds Classical.

Speakers 

Colin Parry O.B.E JP. is Chairman and Co-founder of the Tim Parry Johnathan Ball Foundation for Peace. Colin is a tireless campaigner for Peace and has become a prominent authority and speaker in the years following the death of his son. 

Alex Finnegan is a old boat-builder, designer and social  entrepreneur, based in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. In 2005 Alex co-founded Puppet Ship CIC as the first  Community Interest Company in Newcastle. 

Conor Shields is passionate about the role the arts play in society and is the Programme Director of New Belfast Community Arts Initiative, a city-wide multi-discipline arts organisation. 

Brendan Clarke from the NorthWest Interface Network  in partnership with the Golden Thread gallery who organize the project, has been central to the development of the ground-breaking  ‘Draw Down the Walls’ outreach project. It is a unique project that uses art and language to examine Belfast’s controversial interface walls.  

Feargal Kinsella is a Senior Tax Manager with BDO (Ireland) he has been a wheelchair user since 1996 as a result of an RTA. Prior to the acident he used to race sailboats and afterwards raced smaller sailboats in several events, including the Paralympics in 2004.

Seònaid Dunne is the founder of Amputee Disability Federation Ireland www.amputee.ie and has been involved in promoting the rights of people with disabilities for over a decade. 

    
Mangers of Xchange Visions Project 

Deirdre Robb  ( Belfast )is an award winning artist who in addition to her own practice has 20 years experience in the community arts field. She is a founder member of Creative Exchange and believes art can be used as an agent for change. 

Ian Fleming ( Newcastle Upon-Tyne ) is an Associate Lecturer in Interactive Design at the University of Ulster, Belfast He is also involved in practice-based research, design practice, fine art practice, arts development, project management. He undertakes arts development work, which encourages ‘collaborative’ and ‘exchange’ 

Maura O’Rourke (Dublin)  Maura O’Rourke is a self-taught painter based in Co. Dublin, she has 15yrs experience working for Dublin Corporation in underprivileged areas of inner City Dublin, with both adults and children. 
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